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FROM 
THE 
EDITOR 


As I compile my thoughts 
and this issue of The Deca- 
logue Journal, the nomina- 
tion of Judge Robert Bork to 
Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court 
has failed to be ratified by the 
Senate. 


Shouldn't there be a Jewish 
seat on the Supreme Court? 


Although there wasn't until 
1916, when Justice Louis 
Brandeis was appointed by 
President Woodrow Wilson, Robert W. Matanky 
for most of this century, until the regrettable resignation of Abe 
Fortas in 1969, there was always a Jew on the highest court. 
Beside the first and most recent Justices to whom I have already 
referred, this distinguished group included Justices Benjamin 
Cardozo, Felix Frankfurter and Arthur Goldberg, each a lawyer 
of superior skill and a jurist of outstanding qualifications. All 
have left us with a legacy of brilliant and landmark decisions. 


It can not be that our country lacks competent Jewish lawyers. 
Law is a profession chosen by a greater percentage of Jews than 
would be dictated by our numbers in the population. 


To divide the Supreme Court by ethnic, racial or religious 
quotas would be morally wrong. But it is not wrong to suggest 
that a Jew of compelling qualifications be named to the Court, 
and it is by no means inappropriate or untimely. 


About this issue - A new feature has been instituted. Entitled 
“From the Bench”, this series will provide a judicial perspec- 
tive on a variety of topics. The introductory article is appropriate- 
ly authored by Senior Judge Abraham Lincoln Marovitz, our 1967 
Merit Award recipient and a brother of the Honorable Sydney 
R. Marovitz, whose photograph is on the cover of this issue, and 
who is our 1987 honoree on behalf of State of Israel Bonds. 


Although not planned, Frank Marks, a previous contributor 
to this journal has submitted a trilogy of ‘‘war stories” to point 
out the decaying lack of courtesy and ethical standards in our 
profession. This unsolicited article demonstrates support for the 
same problems noticed by Judge Marovitz in his perspective. 
We hope that by their publication, our readers will reflect on 
these articles to attain higher levels of professionalism. 


Finally, our February issue (Vol. 32, No. 2) published Elmer 
(continued on page 10) 
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